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kingdoms may be taken as the true picture of tte political condition of the internal and frontier states as they existed in his days.
In Northern India, our poet mentions a number of states all separate and independent. This group of independent states is surrounded on all sides by other powerful states of foreign people. This description of our poet agrees well with that incised on the different edicts of the Emperor Priyadars'in or As'oka. We find in those edicts the names of different states of heterogeneous people surrounding his vast empire and the rulers of those states were on friendly terms with frfm . and with their permission the emperor is said to have sent the Buddhist missionaries to their countries to preach the religion. It is probable that, after the death of Priyadars'in, his vast empire which was formed partly by conquering and partly by holding under his sway several small states was again split up, and several new kingdoms took their rise. In the fourth Canto* the poet mentions the bordering powerful states, while he brings together in the sixth Canto all the kings and prince* ruling in the heart of Northern and Southern India.
In the 25th stanza of the fourth Canto, Suhma is mentioned corresponding to the province between the Vanga ( Bengal ) and TTtkala ( Orissa }. The grammarians do not mention this province ; bnt the Mah&bh&rata mentions it as well as Prasuhma. The statement of the epic appears to us rather doubtful, it might perhaps have been a later addition. The R&m&yarza and As'oka's edicts are silent abont this country. Vallabha and Sumativijaya call it Brahmades'a, but we are not so sanguine about their statement. The country must have risen into prominence a little before the time of K41id&sa.
Next comes the country of the Vangas. It is mentioned in the Mah&bh&rata; but the Bam&yarai is silent about it. The king of this country is mentioned as possess-
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